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Covered bridges 2018 calendar is an essential resource for enthusiasts, historians, and travelers
eager to explore these picturesque structures throughout the year. Whether you're planning road
trips, photography excursions, or simply want to celebrate the timeless beauty of covered bridges, a
well-organized calendar helps you stay on track with events, festivals, and maintenance schedules.
This comprehensive guide will delve into the significance of covered bridges, highlight key dates and
events in the 2018 calendar, and offer tips for making the most of your covered bridge adventures.

Understanding the Charm and Importance of Covered Bridges

The Historical Significance of Covered Bridges

Covered bridges are more than just scenic structures; they are living artifacts that tell stories of
engineering ingenuity and regional history. Built primarily in the 19th and early 20th centuries, these
bridges served as vital transportation links before modern infrastructure developed.

Key points:

- Protection of the wooden structural elements from weather, extending their lifespan.
- Representation of regional architectural styles and craftsmanship.
- Historical landmarks that attract tourism and preserve local heritage.

The Cultural and Photographic Appeal

Today, covered bridges are celebrated for their aesthetic appeal, often featured in photography, art,
and regional festivals. Their quaint charm makes them favorite subjects for both amateur and
professional photographers.

Highlights:

Published by: bobbiklein.com Page 1 of 9



rheumatology 2 volume set expert consult enhanced online featu... Vol. 2026, Issue 5

- Iconic scenic spots for photography enthusiasts.
- Popular locations for wedding and engagement shoots.
- Inspiration for art and literature inspired by their timeless beauty.

The 2018 Covered Bridges Calendar: Key Dates and Events

Annual Festivals and Celebrations

Most regions with covered bridges host annual festivals that celebrate their history and community
spirit. The 2018 calendar includes several notable events:

- Spring Bridge Festivals: Usually held in late April or early May to mark the opening of the
season.

- Mid-Summer Bridge Tours: Typically in June or July, featuring guided tours, demonstrations,
and local crafts.

- Autumn Harvest Festivals: October, showcasing the fall foliage alongside bridge exhibitions.
- Winter Light Displays: December, illuminating the bridges for holiday celebrations.

Major Covered Bridge Events in 2018

Here's a month-by-month breakdown of key dates:

- January: Planning phase for upcoming festivals; no major events but ideal for research and
photography planning.

- February: Winter preservation workshops and maintenance seminars.
- March: Preparation for spring festivals; some regions start early tours of covered bridges still

accessible in winter.
- April: Spring Bridge Festival kicks off, often around the second weekend. Great opportunity for

early-season photography.
- May: Continued festivities, with some regions hosting bridge restoration showcases.
- June: Mid-summer tours and festivals, including guided walks, music events, and local crafts

markets.
- July: Peak summer events, with many festivals coinciding with Independence Day celebrations

in the US, featuring fireworks near bridges.
- August: Late summer tours and photography excursions; some regions host bridge restoration

fundraisers.
- September: Fall foliage begins, perfect for scenic drives and photography of bridges amidst

changing leaves.
- October: Autumn harvest festivals and special exhibits on bridge history.
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- November: Preparation for winter displays; some regions start lighting installations.
- December: Winter light displays and holiday festivities centered around illuminated covered

bridges.

Planning Your Covered Bridge Visit in 2018

Choosing the Right Locations

Various regions are renowned for their covered bridges. Here are some top destinations to consider:

- Pennsylvania: Known as the "Covered Bridge Capital of the World," with over 200 bridges.
- Vermont: Famous for its historic and scenic covered bridges, especially in towns like

Middlebury and Barre.
- Ohio: Featuring a significant collection, with annual festivals in Lancaster and Ashtabula.
- Indiana: Home to the Parke County Covered Bridge Festival in October.

Best Times to Visit in 2018

Timing your visits around festival dates maximizes your experience:

- Spring (April-May): For fresh blooms and early-season photography.
- Summer (June-July): When festivals are in full swing, offering guided tours and community

events.
- Autumn (September-October): To enjoy fall foliage and harvest celebrations.
- Winter (December): For unique holiday light displays and winter scenery.

Travel Tips for Covered Bridge Enthusiasts

To make the most of your 2018 covered bridge adventures, consider these tips:

- Create a route plan: Map out your destinations, including festival dates and bridge locations.
- Check accessibility: Some bridges may be closed for maintenance or weather conditions,

especially in winter.
- Prepare photography gear: Bring cameras, tripods, and protective gear for varying weather.
- Engage with local communities: Attend festivals, talk to guides, and learn about the history of

each bridge.
- Respect preservation efforts: Follow guidelines to avoid damaging historic structures.
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Additional Resources for Covered Bridge Enthusiasts

Books and Guides

Several publications provide detailed histories, maps, and photographs:

- "The Covered Bridges of Pennsylvania" by William C. Rittase
- "The Covered Bridges of Ohio" by William S. Caswell
- "Bridges of Vermont" by Frank H. Nelson

Online Communities and Forums

Join groups to share photos, tips, and upcoming event information:

- Covered Bridge Forum
- Facebook groups dedicated to covered bridge preservation
- Regional tourism websites and event calendars

Preservation and Volunteer Opportunities

Get involved in maintaining these historic structures:

- Volunteer at local festivals or restoration projects.
- Support organizations like the National Covered Bridge Association.
- Participate in fundraising and awareness campaigns.

Conclusion

The covered bridges 2018 calendar serves as a valuable guide to exploring and celebrating these
historic structures throughout the year. From spring festivals to winter illuminations, each season
offers unique opportunities for discovery, photography, and cultural engagement. By planning ahead
and leveraging available resources, enthusiasts can enjoy an enriching experience that preserves
and honors the timeless appeal of covered bridges. Whether you're a seasoned historian or a casual
traveler, 2018 was an excellent year to immerse yourself in the charm and history of these
architectural treasures.
 
Covered Bridges 2018 Calendar: A Complete Guide to Celebrating America?s Historic Treasures
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Every year, the covered bridges 2018 calendar offers a unique opportunity to celebrate and
preserve some of the most picturesque and historically significant structures in North America.
These charming, centuries-old bridges are not only functional crossings but also symbols of
engineering ingenuity and rural heritage. As 2018 unfolds, enthusiasts, historians, and travelers
alike turn to this calendar to plan visits, participate in festivals, and appreciate the scenic beauty and
historical importance of covered bridges across the United States and Canada. In this
comprehensive guide, we?ll explore the history of covered bridges, highlight key features of the
2018 calendar, and provide tips on how to make the most of this annual tribute to these iconic
structures.

The Charm and Significance of Covered Bridges

A Brief History of Covered Bridges

Covered bridges date back to the 19th century, primarily built in North America during a time when
transportation infrastructure was rapidly expanding. The primary purpose of covering these bridges
was to protect the wooden structural elements from weather and decay, significantly extending their
lifespan. Without a roof and sides, wooden bridges would succumb to rot and deterioration within a
few years; with covering, some bridges have lasted over a century.

Key historical facts:

- Most covered bridges were constructed between 1820 and 1900.
- They are predominantly built using truss designs such as Town, Burr, or Howe trusses.
- The covering also served as a shelter for travelers during inclement weather.

Why Are Covered Bridges Still Celebrated Today?

Despite their age, many covered bridges are still standing, maintained either as active crossings or
preserved as historic landmarks. Their nostalgic appeal, craftsmanship, and scenic surroundings
make them popular subjects for photographers, tourists, and preservationists.

Cultural significance includes:

- Representing rural Americana and Canadian heritage.
- Serving as symbols of community identity.
- Hosting festivals and events that celebrate local history.

What Makes the 2018 Covered Bridges Calendar Special?
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Features of the 2018 Edition

The covered bridges 2018 calendar is more than just a collection of beautiful images; it is a tribute to
the enduring legacy of these structures. Each month features a stunning photograph of a different
covered bridge, often accompanied by historical facts, location details, and event information.

Notable features include:

- High-quality, full-color photography showcasing the bridges in various seasons and lighting
conditions.

- Highlighted historical tidbits about each bridge.
- Key dates and festivals related to covered bridge celebrations.
- Regional focus, with bridges from the U.S. and Canada.

Thematic Highlights

The 2018 calendar often emphasizes themes such as:

- Seasonal beauty?spring blossoms, summer sunsets, fall foliage, and winter snow.
- Architectural diversity?showcasing various truss designs and construction styles.
- Preservation stories?features on restoration efforts and communities dedicated to maintaining

these structures.

How to Use the 2018 Covered Bridges Calendar Effectively

Planning Visits and Festivals

Many covered bridges are focal points of annual festivals and events. The calendar provides:

- Festival dates: such as the Indiana Covered Bridge Festival, Vermont Covered Bridge Tour, or
Ontario?s Heritage Festival.

- Optimal visiting times: based on the best seasonal photography opportunities.
- Travel tips: including nearby attractions, accommodations, and routes.

Top tips:

- Mark festival dates early to plan your trips.
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- Use the images as inspiration for photography outings.
- Cross-reference with local historical societies for guided tours.

Educational and Preservation Initiatives

The calendar serves as an educational resource by highlighting:

- The engineering behind various truss designs.
- The importance of preservation efforts.
- Stories of communities that have saved or restored their bridges.

Suggestions for engagement:

- Incorporate the calendar into school projects or history lessons.
- Volunteer for local preservation or restoration projects.
- Share images and stories on social media to raise awareness.

A Deep Dive into Iconic Bridges Featured in 2018

Below are some of the most celebrated covered bridges likely featured in the 2018 calendar:

- The Cornish-Windsor Bridge (Vermont/New Hampshire)

- Design: Town truss
- Built: 1866
- Significance: One of the longest covered bridges in the United States, spanning the Connecticut

River.
- Special notes: Offers stunning views in all seasons; often hosts festivals.

- The Smolen-Gulf Bridge (Ohio)

- Design: Multiple-span truss
- Built: 2008 (modern construction but inspired by historic designs)
- Significance: The longest covered bridge in North America.
- Special notes: Combines historic aesthetics with modern engineering.
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- The Hartland Covered Bridge (Vermont)

- Design: Multiple Kingpost truss
- Built: 1870
- Significance: The only remaining covered bridge in Vermont open to vehicular traffic.
- Special notes: Popular for photography and local festivals.

- The McGregor Bridge (Ontario)

- Design: Howe truss
- Built: 1908
- Significance: An important Canadian heritage structure.
- Special notes: Surrounded by scenic landscapes perfect for photography.

Preservation and Restoration Efforts

Many of the covered bridges featured in the calendar are preserved through community efforts,
grants, and volunteer work. Understanding the importance of these efforts is crucial for ongoing
preservation.

Common preservation strategies include:

- Routine structural assessments.
- Restoration using traditional construction techniques.
- Environmental protection measures to prevent rot and weather damage.
- Promoting tourism and local engagement.

Organizations involved:

- National Society for the Preservation of Covered Bridges
- State and provincial historical societies
- Local community groups

Conclusion: Celebrating the Legacy of Covered Bridges in 2018

The covered bridges 2018 calendar is more than a collection of stunning images; it is a celebration
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of America?s and Canada?s rural heritage, architectural ingenuity, and community spirit. Whether
you?re an enthusiast, a traveler, or someone looking to deepen your understanding of historic
preservation, this calendar offers inspiration and practical information to engage with these timeless
structures throughout the year.

By exploring the stories behind each bridge, planning visits to key festivals, and supporting
preservation efforts, you can become part of the ongoing story of these beautiful, enduring symbols
of craftsmanship and history. As 2018 unfolds, let this calendar serve as a daily reminder of the
importance of preserving our shared cultural landmarks and appreciating the scenic beauty they
provide.

Remember: The next time you see a covered bridge, take a moment to appreciate its history,
architecture, and the community effort that keeps these treasures alive for generations to come.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is the significance of the 2018 Covered Bridges Calendar? The 2018
Covered Bridges Calendar highlights historic and scenic covered bridges across various regions,
celebrating their architecture and cultural importance throughout that year. Where can I purchase
the 2018 Covered Bridges Calendar? You can find the 2018 Covered Bridges Calendar at specialty
bookstores, online retailers like Amazon, or directly from organizations dedicated to preserving
covered bridges. Are the covered bridges featured in the 2018 calendar located in specific regions?
Yes, the calendar features covered bridges predominantly from regions known for their historic
structures, such as the Northeastern United States, the Midwest, and parts of Canada. Does the
2018 covered bridges calendar include historical information about each bridge? Many calendars of
this type include brief historical facts or interesting details about each covered bridge, enhancing the
appreciation of their cultural significance. Is the 2018 Covered Bridges Calendar suitable as a gift or
for collectors? Absolutely, it makes a thoughtful gift for history enthusiasts, architecture lovers, or
collectors of scenic or themed calendars. Are there any special features or themes in the 2018
Covered Bridges Calendar? The 2018 edition may feature themes such as seasonal photography,
preservation efforts, or regional highlights, making it both visually appealing and informative. 
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