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aeschylus tragoediae septem quae supersunt tragoed represent a remarkable cornerstone of
ancient Greek tragedy, offering profound insights into early theatrical traditions, mythological
storytelling, and the development of dramatic literature. As the earliest of the three great tragedians
of classical Athens?alongside Sophocles and Euripides?Aeschylus?s surviving works continue to
influence modern drama, literature, and philosophy. This article explores the seven surviving
tragedies of Aeschylus, their themes, historical significance, and why they remain vital to
understanding ancient Greek culture and theatrical innovation.

Overview of Aeschylus and His Contribution to Greek Tragedy
Who Was Aeschylus?

Aeschylus (c. 525/524 ? c. 456/455 BC) is often hailed as the father of Greek tragedy. His
innovations laid the foundation for subsequent playwrights and the evolution of theatrical
performance in ancient Greece. Known for his grandeur of style, complex characters, and thematic
depth, Aeschylus?s work reflects a profound engagement with divine justice, morality, and human
suffering.

The Significance of His Surviving Works

While many of his tragedies have been lost over time, the seven that have survived provide a
comprehensive look into his artistic vision and the cultural values of his time. These plays are:

- The Persians

- Seven Against Thebes

- The Suppliants

- Agamemnon

- The Libation Bearers (Choephori)

- The Eumenides

- Prometheus Bound (though authorship is sometimes debated)



Bruce Coville Unicorn Chronicles Bookl1l Book2 Book3 Book4 Into ... Vol. 2026, Issue 7

These works collectively illustrate themes of divine retribution, justice, fate, and human resilience.
The Seven Surviving Aeschylus Tragedies: An In-Depth Look
1. The Persians
Overview:
"The Persians"” is unique among Aeschylus?s tragedies as it is set in Persia rather than Greece. It
recounts the Persian defeat at the Battle of Salamis (480 BC), offering a rare Persian perspective on
Greek warfare.
Key Themes:

- The horror of war and its consequences

- Mourning and loss

- The futility of hubris

Historical Significance:

It is one of the earliest surviving tragedies to focus on contemporary history, emphasizing the tragic
costs of war and the perils of imperial hubris.

2. Seven Against Thebes
Overview:

This play dramatizes the final battle between the Thebans and the Argive army, focusing on the
conflict over the city?s gates.

Key Themes:
- Family loyalty and betrayal
- The destructive nature of revenge
- The concept of fate versus free will

Literary Significance:

It introduces the motif of the "seven champions,” each attacking one of Thebes?s gates, symbolizing
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individual heroism and tragic downfall.
3. The Suppliants
Overview:

A plea for asylum, "The Suppliants" depicts the Argive women seeking refuge from the Minyans,
who threaten their city.

Key Themes:
- Justice and hospitality
- The plight of refugees and the importance of divine law
- Moral dilemmas in wartime
Cultural Impact:
It underscores the importance of piety and divine justice in Greek society.
4. Agamemnon

Overview:

Part of the Oresteia trilogy, "Agamemnon” narrates the return of King Agamemnon from Troy and
his subsequent murder by his wife Clytemnestra.

Key Themes:
- Revenge and justice
- The cycle of violence
- Power and betrayal
Literary Importance:
It is renowned for its complex portrayal of characters and its exploration of moral ambiguity.

5. The Libation Bearers (Choephori)

Overview:
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The sequel to "Agamemnon," this play follows Orestes?s return to avenge his father?s murder.
Key Themes:

- Justice versus revenge

- The burden of familial duty

- The transition from chaos to order
6. The Eumenides

Overview:

The final part of the Oresteia, "The Eumenides," depicts Orestes?s trial before the Areopagus and
the intervention of the Furies.

Key Themes:
- The evolution of justice from blood vengeance to trial by law
- The reconciliation of divine and human justice
- The importance of societal order
Significance:
It marks a pivotal shift in Greek thought about justice and civilization.
7. Prometheus Bound (attributed to Aeschylus)

Overview:

While authorship remains debated, "Prometheus Bound" is traditionally ascribed to Aeschylus. It
tells of the Titan Prometheus who defies Zeus to bring fire to humanity.

Key Themes:
- Defiance against tyranny

- Suffering and resilience
- The quest for knowledge and progress
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Cultural Relevance:
It reflects the Greek admiration for intellectual rebellion and the human condition.

Analyzing the Themes and Artistic Innovations in Aeschylus?s
Surviving Tragedies

Major Themes in Aeschylus?s Tragedies

- Divine Justice: A recurring motif, exploring how gods punish hubris and uphold moral order.

- Fate and Free Will: The tension between predestined destiny and human agency.

- Revenge and Justice: The cycle of vengeance, especially in the Oresteia trilogy.

- War and its Consequences: Highlighted vividly in "The Persians" and "Seven Against Thebes."
- Moral Dilemmas: Characters often face complex choices that challenge their integrity.

Innovations in Greek Drama

- Introduction of the Second Actor: Aeschylus increased theatrical complexity by adding a second
actor, enabling dialogue and conflict.

- Use of Chorus: The chorus became more integrated into the narrative, providing commentary
and emotional depth.

- Spectacle and Stagecraft: His plays employed elaborate costumes and stage effects, enhancing
theatrical spectacle.

- Thematic Depth: His focus on moral and philosophical issues set a precedent for future
tragedians.

The Historical and Cultural Context of Aeschylus?s Tragedies
Athenian Society and Politics

Aeschylus?s tragedies reflect the cultural values of classical Athens, emphasizing civic duty, divine
justice, and respect for tradition. The plays often serve as moral lessons and political commentary,
mirroring Athens?s imperial ambitions and democratic ideals.

The Role of Religion and Mythology

Greek religion deeply influenced Aeschylus?s work, with gods and divine law playing central roles.
His tragedies often depict divine justice as a reflection of cosmic order, reinforcing societal norms.
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Impact on Later Literature and Theater

Aeschylus?s innovations laid the groundwork for later tragedians and Western dramatic tradition.
His exploration of complex characters, moral dilemmas, and theatrical techniques continue to
influence modern storytelling.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of Aeschylus?s Tragedies

The seven surviving tragedies of Aeschylus serve as a testament to the enduring power of Greek
tragedy. They provide invaluable insights into ancient Greek beliefs, societal values, and theatrical
innovation. Their themes remain relevant today, resonating with contemporary audiences facing
issues of justice, morality, and human resilience. Whether studied for their literary brilliance or their
historical significance, Aeschylus?s tragedies continue to inspire, challenge, and enlighten.

Keywords for SEO optimization:
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trilogy, The Persians, Seven Against Thebes, Prometheus Bound, Greek mythology, Greek drama
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Aeschylus Tragoediae Septem Quae Supersunt Tragoed: An In-Depth Exploration

Introduction to Aeschylus and His Tragedies

Aeschylus (c. 525/524 ? c. 456/455 BCE) is widely regarded as one of the foundational figures of
Western drama and tragedy. Often called the "Father of Tragedy," he played a pivotal role in
evolving the theatrical form from simple choral performances to complex dramatic narratives
featuring multiple characters and intricate dialogues. His innovative contributions include the
introduction of a second actor, which allowed for dialogue and conflict, and a more elaborate use of
chorus as a thematic and narrative device.

Of the numerous tragedies he wrote?traditionally estimated at around 70?only seven have survived
in complete form to the present day. These seven plays, collectively known as "Aeschylus' Seven

Tragedies", are invaluable for understanding early Greek tragedy, its structure, themes, and
aesthetic principles.

The Surviving Seven Tragedies

The seven plays attributed to Aeschylus that have survived are:
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- Agamemnon

- The Libation Bearers (Choephori)

- The Eumenides

- The Persians

- Seven Against Thebes

- Suppliants (Henosis)

- Prometheus Bound (though authorship is sometimes disputed)

While the Oresteia trilogy (Agamemnon, The Libation Bearers, and The Eumenides) is often studied
as a cohesive work, the other four plays stand apart as individual tragedies dealing with different
themes and mythic cycles.

Overview of Each Play
1. Agamemnon
Summary and Themes:

"Agamemnon” is the opening play of the Oresteia trilogy and centers on the return of King
Agamemnon from the Trojan War. The play explores themes of justice, vengeance, betrayal, and
the consequences of hubris. It vividly depicts Clytemnestra?s treacherous murder of her husband,
highlighting the cycle of bloodshed and moral ambiguity.

Key Features:

- The chorus in this play is composed of Argive elders, commenting on the action and reflecting
societal values.

- The plot revolves around Clytemnestra?s plotting and her confrontation with Agamemnon,
emphasizing themes of justice and revenge.

- The play sets the stage for the trilogy?s exploration of moral order and the shifting of divine
justice to human vengeance.

Significance:

"Agamemnon" exemplifies Aeschylus' mastery of dramatic irony, complex characterization, and the
use of poetic language to evoke emotional intensity.

2. The Libation Bearers (Choephori)

Summary and Themes:
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This sequel to "Agamemnon" follows Orestes? return from exile and his plans to avenge his father?s
murder by killing his mother, Clytemnestra. The title refers to the ritual libation performed by the
chorus, emphasizing themes of filial duty, justice, and the cyclical nature of violence.

Key Features:

- The play features a tense confrontation between Orestes and his sister Electra, united in their
guest for justice.

- The chorus, composed of Eumenides (the "Kindly Ones"), acts as a moral compass, guiding the
audience through the unfolding moral dilemma.

- The play introduces the idea of divine intervention in human affairs, highlighting the shift from
personal revenge to judicial justice.

Significance:

It deepens the exploration of moral conflict, responsibility, and the consequences of revenge, setting
the stage for the eventual resolution of the cycle.

3. The Eumenides
Summary and Themes:
The concluding play of the trilogy depicts Orestes? trial before Athena and the court of the
Areopagus, marking the transition from revenge-based justice to a rational legal system. The play
explores themes of justice, mercy, divine justice, and societal order.
Key Features:

- The chorus transforms into the Eumenides, embodying divine vengeance turned benevolent.

- Athena?s intervention signifies the establishment of a new system of justice, replacing the cycle
of blood vengeance.

- The play combines elements of ritual, myth, and political philosophy, illustrating the evolution of
law and morality.

Significance:

" The Eumenides" is a landmark in Western thought, symbolizing the transition from primitive
revenge to structured legal justice?a theme resonant through Western legal philosophy.
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4. The Persians
Summary and Themes:
"Persians"” is unique among Aeschylus? surviving tragedies, as it is the only surviving Greek tragedy
depicting contemporary history. It recounts the Persian defeat at Salamis, focusing on the Persian
court?s perspective.
Key Features:

- The play employs a chorus of Persian elders, who lament their defeat and reflect on hubris and
divine punishment.

- It offers a rare insight into the Persian worldview, contrasting Greek and Persian cultures.

- The tragedy emphasizes themes of pride, hubris, and the destructive consequences of
overconfidence.

Significance:

"Persians" exemplifies how tragedy can serve as political commentary, and it broadens the scope of
Greek tragedy beyond myth to include historical events.

5. Seven Against Thebes
Summary and Themes:
This play narrates the siege of Thebes by seven warriors, each attacking a different gate, as part of
the myth of Oedipus? descendants. It delves into themes of fate, loyalty, divine justice, and the
tragic consequences of familial curses.
Key Features:

- The chorus is composed of Theban elders, reflecting societal concern and tragedy.

- The play explores the destructive power of divine curses and the inevitability of fate.

- It contains vivid battle scenes and a focus on individual heroism and tragic flaw.

Significance:

It is a prime example of Aeschylus? ability to dramatize mythic cycles and the tragic hero?s
downfall.
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6. Suppliants (Henosis)
Summary and Themes:
"Suppliants" deals with the theme of refuge and the moral obligation to assist those in distress. It
recounts the story of the Theban women who seek asylum from King Pelops and their appeal for
protection.
Key Features:

- Unlike other tragedies, it emphasizes social and political themes rooted in contemporary issues
of asylum and hospitality.

- The chorus of women embodies compassion and moral appeal.

- The play explores themes of kinship, justice, and the responsibilities of rulers.

Significance:

It reflects early Greek values concerning hospitality and the moral duties of society, with enduring
relevance.

7. Prometheus Bound
Summary and Themes:
Traditionally attributed to Aeschylus, "Prometheus Bound" depicts the titan Prometheus?s
punishment by Zeus for giving fire to humanity. It explores themes of defiance, suffering, divine
tyranny, and the quest for knowledge.
Key Features:

- The play features a powerful chorus of Oceanids who sympathize with Prometheus.

- Prometheus embodies the rebel spirit and the pursuit of enlightenment against oppressive
divine authority.

- Themes include the conflict between progress and authority, and the suffering endured for
knowledge and justice.

Significance:

"Prometheus Bound" is a profound meditation on individual resistance and the nature of divine
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justice, influencing later philosophical thought.

Historical and Cultural Significance of Aeschylus? Surviving
Tragedies

- Foundations of Western Drama:
Aeschylus is credited with transforming Greek tragedy from choral lyric performances into a

dramatic dialogue form that includes multiple characters, paving the way for future dramatists like
Sophocles and Euripides.

- Thematic Depth and Moral Inquiry:

His plays delve into complex moral and philosophical issues?justice, divine order, fate, and human
responsibility?many of which remain relevant today.

- Artistic Innovation:
Innovations such as the addition of a second actor, more elaborate staging, and the use of chorus
as a thematic device showcase Aeschylus? pioneering spirit.

- Political and Social Commentary:
Plays like "Persians" reflect contemporary Greek concerns with empire, hubris, and divine
punishment, serving as early examples of political tragedy.

- Myth and History:

His tragedies often draw on myth, but also incorporate historical elements, blending legend and
reality to explore universal themes.

Literary and Theatrical Features

- Language and Style:
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Aeschylus? language is characterized by majestic diction, formal poetic structures, and frequent use
of repetition and choral odes to heighten emotional impact.

- Choral Function:

The chorus is integral, providing commentary, background, and moral perspective; its evolving role
reflects shifts in Greek societal values.

- Dramatic Structure:

His plays typically follow a tripartite structure?prologue, episodes (dialogues), and exodus?allowing
for complex interplay between characters and chorus.

- Use of Myth:

Aeschylus masterfully adapts myth to explore contemporary issues, making familiar stories resonate
with contemporary audiences.

Legacy and Influence
Aeschylus? surviving tragedies have

QuestionAnswer What are 'Aeschylus Tragoediae Septem Quae Supersunt Tragoed'? It is a
collection of the seven surviving tragedies written by the ancient Greek playwright Aeschylus,
representing some of the earliest examples of Greek tragedy. Which tragedies by Aeschylus are
included in this collection? The collection typically includes 'Persians’, 'Seven Against Thebes', 'The
Suppliants’, 'Agamemnon’, 'The Libation Bearers', 'The Eumenides', and 'Prometheus Bound'. Why
are only seven of Aeschylus's tragedies preserved? Many ancient Greek plays have been lost over
time due to decay, neglect, or destruction, leaving only these seven tragedies intact for modern
study. What is the significance of Aeschylus's surviving tragedies in Greek literature? They are
foundational works that influenced the development of Greek drama, introducing innovations like the
use of multiple actors and complex chorus interactions. How do Aeschylus's tragedies differ from
those of his contemporaries? Aeschylus is known for more elaborate language, complex themes,
and the introduction of a second actor, which expanded dramatic possibilities beyond earlier
performances. What themes are commonly explored in Aeschylus's seven surviving tragedies?
Themes include justice, revenge, fate, divine punishment, human suffering, and the consequences
of hubris. How are Aeschylus's tragedies relevant to modern audiences? They explore timeless
human themes and moral dilemmas, offering insights into justice, ethics, and the human condition
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that remain relevant today.

Related keywords: Aeschylus, tragedies, Greek drama, ancient Greece, classical tragedy,
surviving plays, Oresteia, Greek playwright, tragic trilogy, theater history

Les escargots

Les escargots sont des mollusques fascinants qui suscitent a la fois fascination et curiosité dans
de nombreuses cultures a travers le monde. Connus principalement pour leur réle dans la
gastronomie, notamment en France, ces petits animaux présentent également un intérét scientifique
et écologique considérable. Leur apparence, leur mode de vie, leur cycle biologique et leur
importance écologique en font des sujets d?étude et de fascination. Dans cet article, nous
explorerons en profondeur tout ce qu'il faut savoir sur les escargots : leur biologie, leur habitat, leur
réle dans |?environnement, leur utilisation culinaire, ainsi que leur symbolisme dans différentes
cultures.

Une introduction aux escargots : qu?est-ce qu?un escargot ?
Définition et caractéristiques principales

Les escargots sont des mollusques terrestres appartenant a la classe des gastéropodes. Leur
caractéristique la plus distinctive est leur coquille spiralée, qu?ils portent sur leur dos. La coquille
agit comme un refuge contre les prédateurs et les conditions environnementales difficiles. Sur le
plan anatomique, un escargot posséde un corps mou composé de plusieurs parties : le pied, la téte,
les tentacules et les organes internes.

Voici quelques caractéristiques clés :
- Une coquille en spirale, généralement calcaire, qui protege le corps de l'animal.
- Un corps mou qui peut mesurer de quelques millimetres a plusieurs centimetres selon |?espece.
- Une capacité a se rétracter dans sa coquille pour se protéger des agressions.
- Une respiration a |?aide d?un pneumostome, une ouverture dans la cavité pulmonaire.

Les différentes espéces d?escargots

Il existe une grande diversité d'espéces d?escargots, qui se distinguent par leur taille, leur habitat,
leur alimentation et leur comportement. Parmi les variétés terrestres, on trouve notamment :
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- Les escargots de Bourgogne (Helix pomatia) : appréciés en gastronomie, ils sont connus pour
leur grosse coquille épaisse.

- Les escargots petits-gris (Cornu aspersum) : trés répandus en Europe, ils sont souvent
utilisés en cuisine.

- Les escargots aquatiqgues : comme les limnées, qui vivent dans les eaux douces.

Ces especes different également par leur mode de vie et leur cycle de vie, que nous détaillerons
plus loin.

Habitat et mode de vie des escargots
L?environnement naturel des escargots

Les escargots terrestres préferent des environnements humides, ombragés et riches en végétation.
On les retrouve souvent dans :

- Les foréts et boisements

- Les jardins et parcs

- Les zones humides comme les mares et étangs

- Les zones rocheuses ou avec du sol calcaire, qui favorise la formation de leur coquille

Les escargots aquatiques vivent, quant a eux, dans les eaux douces, ou ils se déplacent sur le fond
ou parmi la végétation aquatique.

Le cycle de vie et lareproduction

Les escargots sont hermaphrodites, c?est-a-dire qu?ils possedent a la fois des organes
reproducteurs males et femelles. La reproduction se fait souvent par copulation entre deux
individus, qui échangent du sperme.

Le cycle de vie comprend plusieurs étapes :

- La ponte : I?escargot dépose ses ?ufs dans un sol humide ou dans |?eau.

- Les ?ufs éclosent généralement apres quelques semaines, selon la température et I?humidité.

- Les jeunes escargots, appelés « escargotons », émergent et commencent a se développer en
grandissant.

- Aprés plusieurs mois a quelques années, ils atteignent leur maturité sexuelle et peuvent se
reproduire a leur tour.
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Les conditions environnementales jouent un réle crucial dans leur développement, leur survie et leur
reproduction.

Roéle écologique et importance des escargots
Les escargots dans |?écosysteme
Les escargots jouent un role essentiel dans la biodiversité et 1?équilibre écologique. Leur principale
fonction est celle de décomposeurs. lls se nourrissent principalement de végétation morte, de
feuilles, de mousses, et parfois de matiéres organiques en décomposition.
Les avantages qu?ils apportent a I?environnement incluent :

- La décomposition de la matiére organique, contribuant a la fertilité du sol.

- La nourriture pour une multitude d?animaux, notamment les oiseaux, les petits mammiferes, et
certains insectes.

- Leur activité favorise la circulation de nutriments dans le sol.

De plus, ils contribuent & la dynamique des écosystemes en favorisant la croissance de végétation
nouvelle.

Les menaces pesant sur les escargots

Malgré leur importance, les escargots sont souvent menaces par :
- La perte d?habitat due a I?urbanisation et a I?agriculture intensive.
- Les pesticides et autres produits chimiques utilisés dans |?agriculture.
- Les espéeces invasives qui concurrencent ou prédateurs naturels.

- Le changement climatique, entrainant des modifications des habitats et des cycles biologiques.

Ces menaces ont conduit a la raréfaction de certaines especes, rendant leur étude et leur
conservation cruciales.

Les escargots dans la gastronomie
L?utilisation culinaire des escargots

Les escargots sont depuis longtemps une délicatesse dans plusieurs cultures, en particulier en
France, en Espagne, en ltalie et en Afrique du Nord. La recette la plus célébre reste sans doute la «
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bourguignonne », ou les escargots sont préparés avec du beurre, de I?ail, du persil et du vin blanc.
Les étapes de préparation typique comprennent :

- Nettoyage soigneux des escargots pour éliminer toute impureté.

- Pré-cuisson pour faciliter [?extraction de la chair.

- Préparation d?une farce ou d?une sauce aromatisée.

- Cuisson finale au four ou a la poéle.
lls sont souvent servis dans leur coquille, accompagnés de pain ou de baguette.
Les variétés d?escargots comestibles
Plusieurs especes sont appréciées pour la consommation humaine, notamment :

- Helix pomatia (escargot de Bourgogne) : considéré comme la référence en gastronomie
francaise.

- Cornu aspersum (petit-gris) : trés répandu, notamment dans le Sud de la France.

- Escargots d?eau douce : comme les limnées, consommeés dans certaines régions.

La culture de ces escargots s?est également développée, avec des élevages spécialisés pour
répondre a la demande.

Les enjeux liés a la consommation d?escargots
La consommation d?escargots souleve quelques enjeux importants :
- Respect des réglementations d?élevage et de récolte, pour garantir la durabilité.
- Préservation des especes sauvages menacées par la surcollecte.
- Respect des normes sanitaires pour éviter la transmission de parasites ou de maladies.
- Promotion de méthodes de cuisine respectueuses de I?environnement.
Ces enjeux encouragent une approche responsable de la consommation et de la production.

Symbolisme et représentations culturelles des escargots

Les escargots dans |?art et la littérature
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Les escargots ont inspiré de nombreux artistes et écrivains. Leur forme spiralée et leur démarche
lente en font des symboles de patience, de persévérance et de contemplation. On retrouve des
représentations dans :

- Les ?uvres d?art modernes et classiques, ou ils symbolisent parfois la lenteur ou la
transformation.
- Les contes et fables, évoquant la patience ou la sagesse.

Les escargots comme symboles dans différentes cultures

Dans diverses traditions, ils représentent :

- La lenteur et la réflexion, invitant a prendre le temps.
- Larésilience, car malgré leur lenteur, ils avancent toujours.
Les Escargots : Un Trésor Culinaire et Culturel

Les escargots, souvent associés a la gastronomie frangaise, incarnent bien plus qu?un simple mets.
lls représentent une tradition ancestrale, un symbole de raffinement, et une expérience culinaire
unique. Leur dégustation, leur préparation et leur symbolisme méritent une exploration approfondie
qui révele toute la richesse de cet aliment peu commun mais profondément apprécié dans le monde
entier. Dans cet article, nous plongerons dans I?univers des escargots, en abordant leur biologie,
leur culture, leur préparation, leur dégustation, et leur place dans la gastronomie mondiale.

Origine et Histoire des Escargots
Origine géographique et historique

Les escargots ont une histoire qui remonte a la préhistoire. Des fouilles archéologiques ont révélé
des traces de consommation d?escargots datant de plusieurs milliers d?années, notamment en
Méditerranée et en Europe du Sud. La consommation d?escargots s?est perpétuée a travers les
ages, notamment dans I?Antiquité romaine, ou ils étaient considérés comme un mets délicat
réservé a la haute société.

Les Romains ont popularisé 1?élevage d?escargots, utilisant des terrains spécialement aménagés
pour leur culture. La tradition s?est ensuite étendue en France, en Espagne, en lItalie et dans
d?autres pays méditerranéens, ou |?élevage et la dégustation d?escargots ont perduré jusqu?a
aujourd?hui.

Les escargots dans la culture et la gastronomie
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En France, notamment dans la région de la Bourgogne, de I?Auvergne et en Provence, les
escargots sont devenus un symbole culinaire. La fameuse recette des "Escargots de Bourgogne"
est célébre dans le monde entier. La tradition veut que ces mollusques soient dégustés en hiver,
souvent lors de repas de fétes ou de dégustations gastronomiques.

Au-dela de la France, d?autres pays comme I?Espagne, le Portugal, la Gréce, et certains pays
d?Afrique du Nord consomment aussi des escargots, avec des variations dans leur préparation et
leur présentation.

Biologie et Ecologie des Escargots
Les difféerentes especes d?escargots comestibles

Plusieurs especes sont consommeées, mais la plus célebre est Helix pomatia, aussi appelée
escargot de Bourgogne ou escargot grand blanc. Voici quelques-unes des principales especes :

- Helix pomatia : Originaire d?Europe centrale et méridionale, cette espece est la plus prisée pour
la gastronomie.

- Helix aspersa (petit-gris) : Plus petite, tres répandue et également appréciée pour sa saveur.

- Otala lactea : Espece méditerranéenne, souvent utilisée dans certaines recettes régionales.

- Eobania vermiculata : Présente dans le bassin méditerranéen, connue pour sa texture.

Biologie et cycle de vie

Les escargots sont des mollusques gastéropodes appartenant a la classe des gastéropodes. Leur
cycle de vie comprend plusieurs phases :

- Naissance : Les escargots sont généralement hermaphrodites, possédant a la fois des organes
males et femelles.

- Reproduction : La reproduction a lieu par copulation, apres quoi chaque escargot peut pondre
une dizaine a une centaine d??ufs.

- Développement : Les ?ufs éclosent aprés 2 a 4 semaines, donnant naissance a de jeunes
escargots qui grandissent lentement.

- Maturité : Atteignent leur maturité en 2 & 3 ans, selon I?espéce et les conditions
environnementales.

Habitat et écologie

Les escargots préferent des environnements humides, ombragés et riches en végétation. Ils se
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nourrissent principalement de matiéres végétales, comme :

- Feuilles
- Herbes

- Légumes
- Fleurs

lls jouent un rdle écologique important en contribuant a la décomposition de la matiere organique et
en étant une source de nourriture pour de nombreux prédateurs, tels que les oiseaux, les
mammiferes, et certains insectes.

Elevage et Collecte des Escargots
Elevage d?escargots : |?escargoticulture

L?élevage d?escargots, ou héliciculture, est une pratique ancienne qui connait un renouveau ces
dernieres années en raison de la demande croissante pour les produits de terroir et biologiques.
Voici les étapes clés de I?¢élevage :

- Sélection des espéces : Helix pomatia et Helix aspersa sont les plus couramment élevées.

- Installation : Enclos ou parcs extérieurs avec une végétation abondante.

- Alimentation : Mises en place de cultures d?aliments riches en calcium, en fibres et en
minéraux.

- Gestion de I?environnement : Contréle de 1?humidité, de la température et de la luminosité.

- Reproduction : Favoriser la reproduction naturelle ou par insémination artificielle.

- Récolte : Aprés maturation, les escargots sont récoltés pour la consommation ou la
commercialisation.

Collecte sauvage et réglementation

Dans certains cas, les escargots sont collectés dans la nature, mais cela nécessite une
réglementation stricte pour préserver les populations et éviter la surpéche. La récolte sauvage doit
respecter des quotas, des périodes de reproduction, et des zones protégées.

Préparation Culinaire des Escargots

Les techniques de préparation

La préparation des escargots est un art en soi, combinant tradition, technique et créativité. Voici les
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étapes générales :

- Nettoyage : Les escargots doivent étre purgés pour éliminer toute impureté ou résidu de terre.
Cela se fait généralement en leur faisant jeQner pendant 24 & 48 heures, puis en les faisant manger
des aliments dépuratifs comme de la farine ou de la salade.

- Reproduction de la coquille : La coquille est soigneusement nettoyée et, si nécessaire, réparée
ou polie pour une présentation parfaite.

- Pré-cuisson : Souvent, ils sont blanchis ou pochés pour faciliter la digestion et préparer pour la
cuisson finale.

Les recettes emblématiques

Les escargots se prétent a plusieurs préparations, mais la plus célébre reste les Escargots de
Bourgogne. Voici les ingrédients typiques :

- Escargots préalablement nettoyeés

- Beurre d?ail et persil

- Sel, poivre

- Huile d?olive ou vin blanc

- Eventuellement, un peu de chapelure ou de fromage pour gratiner

Les étapes :

- Préparer une farce au beurre, ail et persil, puis insérer une noix dans chaque coquille.

- Disposer les escargots dans un plat ou une coquille garnie.

- Enfourner pour gratiner quelgues minutes jusqu?a ce que le beurre bouillonne et que la surface
soit dorée.
D?autres recettes incluent :

- Escargots a la Bordelaise (avec sauce au vin rouge et échalotes)

- Escargots a la provencale (avec tomates, herbes et olives)
- Escargots aux champignons ou en paté

Dégustation et Appréciation

Comment déguster les escargots
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La dégustation d?escargots est une expérience sensorielle unique, demandant une certaine
technique et un sens du goUt développé :

- Ustensiles : La fourchette spéciale pour escargots ou des pinces pour retirer la viande.

- Méthode : Souvent, on utilise la fourchette pour extraire la viande de la coquille, puis on la
trempe dans le beurre ou la sauce.

- Accords : Les escargots se marient parfaitement avec des vins blancs secs, comme un
Bourgogne Aligoté ou un Chablis, qui équilibrent leur riche saveur.

Les saveurs et textures
Les escargots ont une texture ferme mais tendre, avec une saveur subtilement terreuse, parfois

évoquant la noix ou le champignon. La sauce ou le beurre aromatisé accentue leur goQt et leur
donne une dimension plus riche.

Les Bienfaits et Contraintes
Valeur nutritionnelle
Les escargots sont une excellente source de :
- Protéines de haute qualité
- Minéraux tels que le calcium, le fer, le magnésium

- Vitamines B12, A, et D

lls sont faibles en matieres grasses et en calories, ce qui en fait une option saine pour une
alimentation équilibrée.

Contraintes et précautions

Malgré leurs qualités, il faut respecter certaines précautions :

- Assurer une cuisson

QuestionAnswer Quels sont les types d'escargots les plus couramment consommés en cuisine?
Les escargots de Bourgogne, également appelés Helix pomatia, sont les plus populaires en France,
suivis d'autres variétés comme les escargots de Murcie et d'Afrique du Nord. Chaque type posséde
des saveurs et textures légérement différentes, appréciées dans diverses recettes culinaires.
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Comment préparer les escargots pour la consommation? Les escargots doivent d'abord étre purgés
pour éliminer leur terre et impuretés, puis nettoyés soigneusement. Ensuite, ils sont généralement
cuits avec du beurre, de l'ail et du persil pour leur donner leur saveur typique avant d'étre servis.
Quels bienfaits pour la santé sont associés a la consommation d'escargots? Les escargots sont
riches en protéines, en fer, en vitamine B12 et en sélénium. lls sont faibles en matiéres grasses, ce
qui en fait une option nutritive et bénéfique pour la santé cardiovasculaire et le maintien de I'énergie.
Les escargots sont-ils une option durable pour l'alimentation? Oui, la consommation d'escargots est
considérée comme écologique, car ils nécessitent peu d'eau, de nourriture et d'espace pour leur
élevage, contribuant ainsi a une alimentation plus durable. Quelles sont les recettes populaires a
base d'escargots? La recette la plus célebre est les escargots de Bourgogne, cuits au beurre, ail,
persil et vin blanc. D'autres préparations incluent les escargots en sauce, en paté ou en gratin,
selon les traditions régionales. Peut-on consommer des escargots sauvages en toute sécurité? Il est
recommandé d'étre prudent avec les escargots sauvages, car ils peuvent contenir des parasites ou
des toxines. Il est préférable de les acheter auprés de fournisseurs certifiés ou de les préparer aprés
un processus de purification rigoureux. Quelle est I'histoire de la consommation d'escargots en
France? La consommation d'escargots en France remonte a I'époque romaine, ou ils étaient
considérés comme un mets délicat. Aujourd'hui, ils sont une spécialité régionale, notamment en
Bourgogne, et symbolisent la gastronomie francaise. Comment préserver la fraicheur des escargots
avant cuisson? Les escargots doivent étre conservés vivants dans un endroit frais et humide,
comme un réfrigérateur ou une cage a escargots. Il est important de les consommer rapidement
pour garantir leur fraicheur et leur qualité.

Related keywords: escargots, escargot sauce, escargots de Bourgogne, gastropods, mollusks,
French cuisine, snail dishes, escargots recipes, gourmet seafood, delicacies
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cigar box guitar

cigar box guitar is a fascinating and historically significant musical instrument that has experienced
a remarkable resurgence in recent years. Rooted in American folk traditions, the cigar box guitar is
often associated with early blues, country, and folk music. Its simple construction, affordability, and
rich acoustic tone have made it an enduring favorite among amateur musicians, handcrafted
instrument builders, and professional performers alike. Whether you're interested in building your
own cigar box guitar or simply want to understand its origins and cultural significance, this
comprehensive guide will explore everything you need to know about this unique instrument.
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Origins and History of the Cigar Box Guitar
Early Beginnings

The origins of the cigar box guitar date back to the 19th century in the United States. During this
period, many impoverished musicians and farmers lacked access to traditional stringed instruments
like guitars or banjos. As a result, they improvised using readily available materials ? notably, empty
cigar boxes, which served as resonators. These makeshift instruments often featured simple
wooden or metal necks and strings, but their sound was rich and compelling enough to be used in
blues and folk music.

Historical Significance

Cigar box guitars played a vital role in the development of American blues and early jazz. Notable
musicians, such as Mississippi blues legend Robert Johnson, are believed to have experimented
with homemade instruments similar to cigar box guitars. The DIY spirit embodied by these
instruments highlights the resourcefulness of early musicians who sought to make music despite
economic hardships.

Resurgence in Modern Times

In recent decades, there has been a revival of interest in handcrafted and vintage instruments. The
cigar box guitar has gained popularity among musicians seeking a raw, authentic sound and a
connection to musical history. This resurgence is fueled by the maker movement, social media
platforms showcasing DIY projects, and a broader appreciation for folk traditions.

Components and Construction of a Cigar Box Guitar

Building a cigar box guitar can be a rewarding project that combines craftsmanship with musical
expression. The basic components include the resonator, neck, strings, and hardware.

Resonator (Cigar Box)

The cigar box serves as the resonator and is typically made of wood or cardboard. Traditional boxes
are wooden, often decorated and vintage, which adds aesthetic appeal and enhances sound quality.
When choosing a cigar box, consider:

- Size: Larger boxes produce deeper tones.
- Material: Solid wood resonators tend to have better sound projection.
- Condition: Ensure the box is free of cracks or damage.
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Neck

The neck connects to the resonator and holds the strings. It can be crafted from various woods,
such as maple, oak, or hardwood scraps. Factors to consider:

- Length: Usually 24 to 30 inches, depending on desired pitch.
- Width: Should comfortably accommodate the number of strings.
- Attachment: Securely fastened to the box with glue, screws, or brackets.
Strings and Tuning
Most cigar box guitars are three- or four-string instruments, although some builders experiment with

more. Common string types include steel, nylon, or bronze. Tuning varies but often aligns with
traditional guitar tunings like open G or open D.

Hardware and Accessories
Other essential components include:
- Bridge: Transfers string vibrations to the resonator.
- Nut: Guides strings over the fretboard.
- Tuning pegs/machine heads: For adjusting string tension.

- Frets or fretless fingerboard: Depending on the design.
- Strings and picks: For playing the instrument.

Types of Cigar Box Guitars
Different designs and configurations cater to various musical styles and personal preferences.
One-String Cigar Box Guitars

These are the simplest and most accessible, often used for slide blues. They typically feature a
single string, a simple resonator, and minimal hardware.

Three-String Guitars

The most common configuration, offering a balance between simplicity and musical versatility. They
can be tuned in various ways, such as open G, open D, or standard guitar tuning.
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Four or More String Variations

Some builders create four, five, or even six-string cigar box guitars, expanding range and enabling
more complex playing styles. These are often used in more advanced folk or experimental music.

Electric vs. Acoustic

While traditional cigar box guitars are acoustic, modern versions often incorporate pickups and
electronics for amplified sound, allowing for performances in larger venues or recording.

Building Your Own Cigar Box Guitar

Creating a custom cigar box guitar can be a fulfilling project. Here are essential steps and tips:

Planning and Design

- Decide on the number of strings and tuning.
- Select the cigar box that matches your tonal preferences.
- Sketch a design, considering the placement of the neck, bridge, and hardware.

Materials Needed

- Cigar box (resonator)

- Wood for the neck

- Strings

- Hardware (tuning pegs, bridge, nuts)

- Nails, screws, glue

- Tools: saw, drill, screwdriver, sandpaper

Construction Process

- Prepare the cigar box: Clean and reinforce if needed.
- Build the neck: Cut to size, sand smooth.

- Attach the neck: Securely fasten to the box.

- Install hardware: Tuning pegs, bridge, nut.

- String the instrument: Adjust tension and tuning.

- Final touches: Decorate, add fret markers if desired.
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Tips for Success

- Use quality materials for durability and sound.

- Take your time with measurements and fitting.

- Experiment with different tunings and setups.

- Consider tutorials and community forums for guidance.

Playing Techniques and Music Styles
The cigar box guitar lends itself to a variety of musical genres and playing styles.
Blues and Slide Guitar

Many players use slide techniques to emulate bottleneck blues sounds, emphasizing emotional
expression.

Strumming and Fingerpicking

Even with minimal strings, players can employ various strumming and fingerpicking patterns to
create rich textures.

Experimental and Folk Music

Electric cigar box guitars are popular in experimental music, blending traditional sounds with modern
effects and amplification.

Collecting and Preserving Vintage Cigar Box Guitars
Vintage cigar box guitars hold historical value and can be prized collectibles.
Identifying Authentic Vintage Instruments

- Look for brand markings or maker labels.

- Examine construction techniques and materials.

- Consult experts or appraisers.

Preservation Tips
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- Keep in a dry, temperature-controlled environment.
- Clean gently with soft cloths.
- Avoid excessive humidity or direct sunlight.

Conclusion

The cigar box guitar is more than just a musical instrument; it is a symbol of ingenuity, cultural
heritage, and artistic expression. Its humble beginnings as a makeshift device for impoverished
musicians have blossomed into a beloved instrument embraced by a global community of makers
and musicians. Whether you're interested in building your own, collecting vintage pieces, or simply
exploring its sound, the cigar box guitar offers a rewarding journey into the heart of American folk
traditions and DIY craftsmanship. Embrace the spirit of innovation, and discover how this simple
instrument can produce soulful melodies and inspire creativity for generations to come.

Cigar box guitar: A Rich History and Modern Revival

The cigar box guitar stands as a fascinating symbol of American ingenuity, blending craftsmanship,
musicality, and cultural history into a single, often handcrafted instrument. Originally conceived out
of necessity and resourcefulness, this unique instrument has experienced a remarkable resurgence
in recent years, captivating musicians and hobbyists alike. Whether you're a seasoned guitarist or a
curious beginner, understanding the origins, construction, and playing techniques of the cigar box
guitar offers insight into a piece of musical history that continues to inspire.

The Origins of the Cigar Box Guitar
Historical Roots

The cigar box guitar traces its origins back to 19th-century America, a period when resourcefulness
was key to creating musical instruments with limited resources. During the Civil War era and
beyond, impoverished musicians and those on the frontier often repurposed everyday items?such
as cigar boxes, tin cans, and other discarded materials?to craft homemade instruments. The cigar
box, in particular, became a popular resonator box because of its convenient size, sturdy
construction, and readily available material.

Cultural Significance

The instrument became embedded in various musical traditions, especially in blues, folk, and early
jazz. It served as an accessible entry point for many aspiring musicians who could not afford
traditional instruments. Over time, cigar box guitars gained a reputation for their raw, soulful sound,
often characterized by a gritty, bluesy tone that perfectly complemented the genres they inspired.
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Anatomy of a Cigar Box Guitar
Basic Components

A typical cigar box guitar comprises several key parts:

- Resonator Box: The cigar box itself, which acts as the sound chamber.

- Neck: Usually wooden, attached to the box, housing the fretboard.

- Strings: Usually 1 to 3 strings, though some custom builds incorporate more.
- Tuning Pegs: Used to tighten or loosen strings to change pitch.

- Bridge: Supports the strings on the body and transmits vibrations.

- Nut: Guides the strings at the headstock end.

- Fretboard: Marked with fret positions, enabling different notes.

- Hardware: Includes tuners, tailpieces, and sometimes pickups if electric.

Variations in Design

While the classic cigar box guitar is simple, modern builders have introduced variations, such as:

- Number of Strings: Ranging from one-string "diddley bows" to three or four-string models.

- Type of Neck: Fixed, bolt-on, or removable.

- Electric vs. Acoustic: Incorporating pickups for amplification.

- Material of the Box: Handmade or vintage cigar boxes, often with unique graphics and finishes.

Building Your Own Cigar Box Guitar

Materials Needed

- A sturdy cigar box (wooden preferred for resonance)

- Wooden or metal neck (can be purchased or handmade)
- Strings (nylon or steel, depending on the desired sound)
- Tuning pegs or machine heads

- Bridge and nut

- Hardware (screws, nuts, washers)

- Optional pickups or electronics for electric models

Step-by-Step Construction Guide
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- Select the Cigar Box: Choose a box with good resonance and a flat surface for mounting the
neck.

- Attach the Neck: Securely fasten the neck to the box, ensuring stability.

- Install the Hardware: Attach tuning pegs at the headstock, mount the bridge on the box, and
install the nut.

- String the Instrument: Thread the strings through the bridge and nut, tuning to your preferred
pitch.

- Customize: Decorate the box, add fret markers, or install pickups for electric sound.

- Set Up and Tune: Adjust the string tension and tuning pegs for proper intonation.

Tips for Beginners
- Use lightweight, durable materials for the neck.
- Keep the design simple; focus on sound and playability.
- Experiment with different string gauges and tunings.
- Consider purchasing a kit for an easier start.
Playing Techniques and Styles
Basic Playing
The cigar box guitar can be played with a variety of techniques:
- Fingerpicking: Using fingers to pluck individual strings for melodic lines.
- Strumming: Using a pick or fingers to strum chords.
- Slide Guitar: Using a glass or metal slide for expressive, gliding notes.
Common Musical Genres
The instrument shines in genres like:
- Blues
- Folk
- Delta blues
- Roots and Americana

- Experimental and avant-garde music

Notable Players and Recordings
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Though often associated with amateur and folk musicians, some notable artists have embraced the
cigar box guitar, such as:

- Scott Ainslie: Blues musician who incorporates cigar box guitars into his performances.
- Luther Dickinson: Known for blending traditional blues with modern sounds.
- Cigar Box Guitar Festivals: Events celebrating the instrument?s community and craftsmanship.

The Modern Revival and Community
Why the Resurgence?

Several factors have contributed to the modern cigar box guitar revival:

- Accessibility: Low-cost, easy-to-build instruments.

- Creativity: Opportunity for DIY craftsmanship and customization.

- Cultural Nostalgia: Appreciation for vintage sounds and heritage.

- Online Communities: Forums, tutorials, and social media groups sharing builds and
performances.

Resources for Enthusiasts

- Online Tutorials and Forums: Learn building and playing techniques.
- Workshops and Festivals: Local and national events celebrating the instrument.
- Custom Builders: Artisans creating bespoke instruments.

Supporting the Craftsmanship

Buying handmade cigar box guitars supports small-scale builders and preserves the traditional craft.
Many artisans also accept commissions for custom designs, blending vintage aesthetics with
modern functionality.

Conclusion: Embracing the Spirit of the Cigar Box Guitar

The cigar box guitar exemplifies the ingenuity and resourcefulness of early musicians, transforming
discarded items into soulful instruments. Today, its appeal lies not only in its distinctive sound but
also in its accessibility and community-driven ethos. Whether you're interested in building your own,
exploring its rich musical heritage, or simply appreciating its quirky charm, the cigar box guitar offers
a rewarding journey into American musical history and contemporary creativity. Embrace the spirit of
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innovation, craftsmanship, and expression that this humble instrument embodies, and discover the
timeless magic of the cigar box guitar.

QuestionAnswer What is a cigar box guitar? A cigar box guitar is a homemade or custom-made
stringed instrument typically crafted using a wooden cigar box as the resonator, combined with a
neck and strings, often built by hobbyists or musicians for a unique sound and aesthetic. How do |
make my own cigar box guitar? To make your own cigar box guitar, you'll need a cigar box, a neck
or fretboard, strings, tuning pegs, and some basic tools. There are many online tutorials and kits
available that guide you through the process step-by-step. What materials are commonly used for
cigar box guitars? Common materials include wooden cigar boxes, scrap wood for the neck, metal
or plastic for tuning pegs, steel or nylon strings, and various hardware components like bridges and
pickups if desired. Are cigar box guitars suitable for beginners? Yes, cigar box guitars are often
beginner-friendly due to their simple construction and size, making them great for learning basic
guitar techniques and understanding stringed instrument mechanics. What genres of music are cigar
box guitars commonly used for? Cigar box guitars are popular in blues, folk, roots, and country
music, but musicians also incorporate them into rock, jazz, and experimental genres for their unique
sound. Can | tune a cigar box guitar like a regular guitar? Yes, cigar box guitars can be tuned
similarly to standard guitars or in alternative tunings depending on the number of strings and the
musician?s preference. What are the benefits of playing a cigar box guitar? Playing a cigar box
guitar offers a creative and affordable way to explore music, develop unique sound skills, and
connect with a DIY craft culture rooted in musical history. Are there any famous musicians known for
playing cigar box guitars? Yes, artists like Keb' Mo', Billy Gibbons, and Corey Harris have
incorporated cigar box guitars into their performances, helping to popularize these instruments.
Where can | find resources or kits to start building a cigar box guitar? You can find beginner kits and
resources online from stores specializing in DIY instruments, as well as instructional videos and
forums dedicated to cigar box guitar building and playing. What are some popular styles or designs
of cigar box guitars? Popular styles include three-string lap steels, four-string fretted guitars, and
custom designs with unique artwork or vintage aesthetics, reflecting the builder?s personality and
musical style.

Related keywords: cigar box guitar, DIY cigar box guitar, homemade cigar box guitar, cigar box

guitar kit, cigar box guitar chords, cigar box guitar build, blues cigar box guitar, cigar box guitar
parts, cigar box guitar lessons, cigar box guitar music

Read the full article online: Cigar Box Guitar



https://bobbiklein.com/paper/u5A7N7LTYIKS/cigar+box+guitar

